
DOCTORS HAVE said
revised employers’ guidance
restores the spirit of the Scot-
tish consultants contract.

The NHS in Scotland’s
MSG (management steering
group) had advised that con-
sultant posts should be
advertised with just one SPA
(supporting professional
activities) session to nine of
direct clinical care.

That contradicted the 
consultant contract, which
says: ‘Unless otherwise
agreed, a full-time consultant
will devote 7.5 PAs [pro-
grammed activities] per week
to direct clinical care and 
2.5 PAs to supporting 

professional activities.’
The BMA complained that

the MSG had unilaterally
changed terms and conditions,
and warned that the SPAs
were required for teaching,
audit, research and service
development, as well as for
continuing professional devel-
opment and revalidation.

Revised guidance issued
by the MSG last week restates
the contract position, and
says: ‘It is proposed that all
health boards adopt as stan-
dard an approach whereby 
job adverts for consultant
posts do not specify the 
balance between direct clin-
ical care and supporting

professional activities.’
It says the balance should

be discussed between boards
and successful job applicants.

BMA Scottish consultants
committee deputy chair
Lewis Morrison welcomed
the guidance. 

He said: ‘It restores the prin-
ciples and spirit of the contract.
We’re pleased that it states that
there should be a 2.5/7.5 split
unless otherwise agreed.’

The BMA has written to
consultants and juniors to
notify them of the revised
guidance. Find out more at
www.bma.org.uk/sc/employ
mentandcontracts/employment-
contracts/junior_doctors/index.jsp
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STANDING UP FOR DOCTORS

THE MOD (Min-
istry of Defence)
is to review the
withdrawal of free
living quarters for
armed forces junior doc-
tors, following BMA action.

Armed forces doctors
leaders have welcomed news
of the review, given to BMA
News, but are awaiting formal
confirmation of the decision.

From March 1, many
FHOs (foundation house offi-
cers) are no longer entitled to
free accommodation and will
have to move out or pay
around £900 in rent a month.

The BMA armed forces
committee wrote to the DMS
(Defence Medical Services)
urging it to reinstate free
accommodation for FHOs.

In a letter to the DMS,
AFC chair Brendan McK-
eating says FHOs ‘should be
entitled to the same allow-
ances as other officers, despite
not completing their phase-1
training’. He points out that
they need to work in MoD
hospitals so cannot opt to
work at another unit closer 
to home.

An MoD spokesperson
said: ‘We have received the
letter and after considering the
points raised will be reviewing
the policy.’

MoD rethinks
policy on FHO
living quarters

Angry doctors oppose plan
to axe 5,600 beds in London
BY MIKE FOSTER

LONDON DOCTORS will
fight controversial plans that
could shut 5,600 hospital 
beds and affect a dozen 
district general hospitals.

Doctors attending a special
BMA London regional
council-organised meeting
last week called for action
against  NHS London’s pro-
posals that could downgrade
or close around 12 district
general hospitals.

London consultant radiol-
ogist Jacky Davis called on
doctors to get involved
through local negotiating
committees, local medical
committees or hospital med-
ical staff committees and to

organise resistance by
engaging with MPs, local
newspapers, and overview
and scrutiny committees.

She said: ‘I just don’t think
it is good enough to keep our
collective heads down and
hope it will all go away. This is
a fight worth fighting; don’t
think it is a done deal.’

Around 200 doctors from
all branches of practice, mem-
bers of local campaign groups
including Keep Our NHS
Public, patients and local trade
union representatives gathered
at the London On the Brink
meeting, held at BMA House,
to discuss NHS London’s
plans, as set out in Delivering
Healthcare for London — An
Integrated Strategic Plan
2010–2015.

NHS London wants to
shift 55 per cent of outpatient
services and 60 per cent of
emergency department

activity out of
hospitals and
into 102 poly-
systems in the
community, in a
bid to tackle an

estimated £5bn budget short-
fall by 2017.

Polysystems are networks
of new polyclinics linked with
GP practices. Each system
would focus on providing
more healthcare in patients
homes, including care of
minor injuries, case manage-
ment of long-term conditions
routine diagnostics and psy-
chological therapy services.

London consultant breast
surgeon Anna Athow said the
strategic health authority’s
plan designated nine hospitals
as major acute or trauma cen-
tres but that left many others
facing an uncertain future.

BMA GPs committee
chair Laurence Buckman said
that the ‘one-size-fits-all’
approach of polyclinics in
every neighbourhood would
not work. 

Dr Buckman said: ‘These
cuts will turn a crisis in health-
care into a disaster for some. It
is another example of evi-
dence-free politics ruling
healthcare.’

London Health Emergency
information director John
Lister, author of a report com-
missioned by the LRC,
London’s NHS: On the Brink,
said the plans aimed to cut
hospital beds by a third in
London and would mean
seven million patients a year,
who were currently seen in
hospitals, instead being seen
in polysystems that ‘don’t
even exist on paper’.

Mr Lister said it would be
‘an absolute shambles’.

LRC chair Kevin O’Kane
urged doctors to attend a rally
with other trade unions in
London on April 10. Doctors
were also asked to sign up to
the BMA’s Look After Our
NHS campaign.

Dr O’Kane said: ‘We are
not prepared to stand by and
watch London’s health serv-
ices be butchered.’

Visit www.10410demo.
co.uk for details of the march
on April 10. To find out about
the BMA’s anti-marketisation
campaign, visit www.lookafter-
ournhs.org.uk

BMA members can access
the LRC site at www.
bma.org.uk/representation/local_
representation/regional_coun-
cils/LondonRegionalCouncil.jsp

DAVIS: ‘this is a fight worth
fighting; don’t think it 
is a done deal’

REGULARS
FROM THE CHAIR 2

OFF THE RECORD — 
NORTHERN IRELAND 2

BMA VIEW — 
COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 6

CITY LIMITS 7

SEE ONE, DO ONE 7

LETTERS 8

WHO GOT THAT JOB? 15

Doctors welcome climbdown
over Scottish consultant SPAs

FLIGHT OF
FANCY: butterfly

paintings by celebrities
will be auctioned to raise money to support hospice

care. This picture, by Arsenal and England footballer Theo
Walcott, forms part of the Chrysalis Collection and is on
display at the Stockwood Discovery Centre, Luton, before
being sold on eBay from March 19. The money raised will go
to Keech Hospice Care. Other celebrities who have painted
butterflies  include actor Rupert Grint and opera singer
Katherine Jenkins. 
� Find out more at www.keech.org.uk/chrysalis




