
CUTTING CRITICISM: an
advert urging young women
not to undertake cosmetic
surgery lightly has been
cleared by the standards
watchdog. The advert
(pictured) was placed in a
number of women’s
magazines by BAAPS (the
British Association of
Aesthetic Plastic
Surgeons). The Harley
Medical Group questioned
whether the advert
misleadingly implied that
surgical procedures could
be performed without any
degree of risk, whether it
implied other surgeons
were not as well-trained
as BAAPS member
surgeons and whether it
implied BAAPS members
were suitably qualified in
plastic surgery because
there was no such
formal qualification.
However, the Advertising
Standards Authority
dismissed the claims. 
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Doctors leaders engage politicians
BMA Northern Ireland is working to influence future
health policies through discussions with the country’s main
political parties. Representatives from the BMA attended
an Alliance Party speed-networking event where they were
given an opportunity to pitch the BMA’s key priorities to a
variety of the party’s members. BMA Northern Ireland 
also had an exhibition stand at the Ulster Unionist Party’s
conference last week.

Lower drink-drive limit up for debate
A reduction in the drink-drive limit in Northern 
Ireland looks likely following comments by environment
minister Edwin Poots. His advice came after the Irish
government announced it was also considering cutting 
the limit in the Republic. A public consultation process 
on the drink-driving limit, penalties and police detection
powers, in which BMA Northern Ireland participated, 
has ended and Department of Environment officials 
are reviewing the evidence. The BMA has welcomed 
both the possible moves in the Republic of Ireland and 
Mr Poots’s comments.

Immunodeficiency centre opens
A new diagnostic centre for patients with PID (primary
immunodeficiency) conditions has opened in London. 
The Jeffrey Modell Foundation Diagnostic Centre will 
be based at the Royal Free Hampstead NHS Trust and 
the Great Ormond Street Hospital For Children NHS 
Trust. PID is often undiagnosed because it can present 
as common illnesses such as sinus infections or colds. 
The centre has been funded by the Jeffrey Modell 
Foundation, which is named after a teenager who 
died from PID complications. 

Government creates vetting scheme
Medical professionals need to be aware of the government’s
new vetting and barring scheme, introduced earlier this
month, the BMA has said. The scheme, run by the Inde-
pendent Safeguarding Authority, aims to prevent unsuitable
people from working with children and adults. The govern-
ment has produced a guidance document on the scheme,
which is available at www.isa-gov.org.uk/PDF/VBS_
Guidance.pdf

Healthcare guidance website unveiled
A one-stop shop offering technical guidance for 
healthcare was due to be launched this week. The Space
for Health website will cover the UK and will bring 
together guidelines on, for example, building notes 
and technical memoranda. It is aimed at all those 
involved in the procurement, management, design 
and planning of healthcare facilities, including 
NHS and non-NHS providers. For more information 
visit www.spaceforhealth.nhs.uk
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EXCLUSIVE 
BY MIKE FOSTER

FAMILY DOCTORS in
Oxfordshire have forced a
PCT to review medical cover
at community hospitals after
a new contract cut GP hours.

Oxfordshire GP Duncan
Keeley told BMA News
that local GPs and patients
have been protesting
against a decision by Buck-
inghamshire PCT to award a
contract that provides only
four hours of medical care a
week for eight beds at Thame
Community Hospital.

Dr Keeley, a GP partner
at The Rycote Practice,
which along with another
local practice had submitted
a bid to provide care for
eight hours a week, has
complained to the PCT and
NHS South Central about
unfairness in the tendering
process and the lack of
public consultation.

He told BMA News that he
believed the tendering
process was ‘flawed’ as the
PCT had appeared to only
accept bids to deliver care in
four hours.

Dr Keeley said previously
that the 12 beds at the hos-
pital, now reduced to eight,
had been covered with
between 30 to 40 hours of

medical time. He concedes
this was ‘generous’ but also
included time for a GP
trainee attached to his prac-
tice to learn while caring 
for patients. 

Thame GPs, working with
the League of Friends of

Thame Community Hospital,
have gathered a petition of
4,000 signatures against the
changes and have received
the backing of the Bucking-
hamshire PHOSC (public
health overview and scrutiny
committee).

The contract to provide
GP cover at the Waterside
Unit at Amersham Hospital
and Thame, Marlow and
Buckingham community
hospitals was awarded to The
Practice Plc in July. The 
company runs 13 walk-in
centres and GP practices in
England, three of which are
in Buckinghamshire.

Buckinghamshire PCT
director of strategy and
planning Richard Mills, in a
September briefing paper
for the PHOSC, argues there
was no significant change 
in service.

The paper says past

arrangements had not speci-
fied GP hours and the PCT
had set new specifications
after assessing the nursing
and therapy staff available
and the clinical dependency
of patients in the beds.

However, Bucking-
hamshire PHOSC chair
Mike Appleyard, in a letter
to the PCT after the
watchdog had heard presen-
tations from all the parties,
says the change is a substan-
tial variation and the review
‘should clarify whether 
the new proposed level of
cover will impact detrimen-
tally on the delivery of care
to inpatients’.

A six-member review
panel will assess the impact
and report back to the PCT
board by November 24.

A spokesperson for 
The Practice Plc told BMA
News: ‘We are confident that
patients are receiving safe and
high-quality care. We under-
stand that as a result of local
pressure, Buckinghamshire
PCT has initiated a review of
the service specification. 

‘We welcome this review
and if a change to the service
is considered appropriate 
we will be happy to work
with the PCT to deliver the
revised specification.’
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PCT agrees to review
community GP hours

Spotlight on
management
consultants 
NHS TRUSTS will be
required to reveal how much
they spend on management
consultants from this year,
the government has agreed.

The Department of Health
said last week that trusts
would need to provide the
information as part of their
financial returns from this
year. The DH said: ‘The gov-
ernment is committed to
demonstrating the value
achieved on expenditure and
continues to look at ways to
improve the transparency of
NHS expenditure, including
management consultancy.’

The BMA has called for
an end to wasteful manage-
ment consultants as part of 
its Look after our NHS 
campaign.

Students win
policy against
harassment
DOCTORS LEADERS in
Northern Ireland have helped
Queen’s University Belfast
draw up a bullying and
harassment policy.

Medical students were
concerned they did not have
enough protection as there
were no policies in place at
the medical school.¶

Their fears prompted 
representatives from BMA
Northern Ireland, including
members of the BMA
Northern Ireland medical 
students committee, to work
with the university to develop
and implement a policy.

The final document sets
out the action a student
should take if they feel they
are a victim of bullying or
harassment.

The BMA has welcomed
the implementation of the
policy, which has been dis-
tributed to medical students
as a tool for students with
concerns about bullying.

BMA Northern Ireland
public affairs officer Sara
Morrow said: ‘The NIMSC
believed that this was an
important issue that needed
to be tackled to improve the
welfare of its members. 

‘The university agreed
that a bullying and harass-
ment policy was needed for
the school of medicine and
dentistry and this was pro-
duced in time for this year’s
student intake.’
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