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DH consults on personal budgets
Personal health budget direct payments should not be spent
on general practice services, the Department of Health has
proposed. A 12-week consultation on possible regulations
for government direct payments, launched this week, says
people should be allowed to spend the money in innovative
ways. But Direct Payments for Healthcare suggests banning
people from using the money on emergency or urgent care
and primary medical services because the government 
‘does not wish to undermine the holistic registration-based
service provided by GPs’. It also highlights the possible 
need for measures that would prevent people from spending
the money on alcohol, tobacco, gambling or debt repayment.
The BMA has concerns about direct payments and will
respond to the consultation, which closes on January 8,
2010. See www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/index.htm

EU updates HIV/AIDS strategy
An EU strategy aims to reduce the number of new HIV
infections in Europe by 2013. The strategy, launched this
week by EU health commissioner Androulla Vassiliou, also
seeks to improve access to HIV prevention, treatment, care
and support services. It calls on EU national governments
to target information campaigns at young people. Read the
strategy in full at ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/aids/
docs/com2009_en.pdf

Pharmacists debate sexual health
Pharmacists have been invited to discuss the potential 
clinical and medico-legal pitfalls of expanding their role 
in providing sexual health services. A letter to Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain chief executive
Jeremy Holmes, sent on behalf of the CCSC dermatology
and venereology subcommittee, broadly welcomes an
increased role for pharmacists in the provision of sexual
health services, and highlights areas where the BMA thinks
cooperation would be important. These include accurate
record keeping, accountability and audit.

Blood recycling guidance issued
Patient safety guidelines have been issued on a technique
that enables blood lost during operations to be recycled 
and transfused back into patients. The Association of
Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland hopes the 
guidelines will lead to the increased use of intra-operative
cell salvage, which is better for patients than using 
donated blood and is accepted by Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
See www.aagbi.org

Call to improve information sharing
The NHS needs to improve the way it shares information
on medication when people move between services, the
Care Quality Commission has said. The regulator visited
12 PCTs and surveyed 280 GP practices for Managing
Patients’ Medicines After Discharge. The report says 
GP practices and hospitals do not always share timely,
complete patient information on medication changes 
when people move between services, and GPs do not 
routinely review new medication with patients after they
leave hospital. See www.cqc.org.uk

Show wants medics with genius touch
Doctors are invited to put themselves forward for BBC2
quiz show A Question of Genius, hosted by Kirsty Wark.
Find out more by emailing aquestionofgenius@bbc.co.uk.
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Your chance to win £100 of M&S gift vouchers
To register for a web account and qualify for the prize draw go to
www.bma.org.uk/registerweb001

Are your current web account details out of date? You can still qualify for the prize draw by
updating them at www.bma.org.uk/updateweb001

Get connected before 30 November 2009 for your chance to win

Register for free access to the
BMA website including all of 
the member-only content before 
30 November 2009 to have a
chance to win £100 worth of
Marks and Spencer gift vouchers. The winner may choose to donate £100 to a charity of their choice in place of the gift vouchers. If you are registering for the first time you must

complete and submit the online form for your chance to win. The winner will be notified by 15 December 2009. Terms and conditions apply.

‘Flawed’ purchaser-provider
split must go, BMA tells MPs
BY MIKE FOSTER

ENGLAND SHOULD
follow the example of 
Scotland and Wales and
abandon the ‘flawed’ pur-
chaser-provider split, MPs
heard last week.

BMA council chairman
Hamish Meldrum told the
Commons health select 
committee inquiry into 
commissioning that there 
was little evidence that the
system, first introduced 
in 1991, had improved the
quality of healthcare.

‘[The BMA] has never
been a fan of the purchaser-
provider split,’ Dr Meldrum
said. ‘The environment 
of competition between
providers, [and] having these
discussions between a variety

of providers and the commis-
sioner have not been that
helpful — particularly if you
are going to get effective
healthcare and not duplica-
tion or gaps in the system.’

He added that the market
hindered the establishment 
of good joined-up care 
for patients, and increased
bureaucracy and transaction
costs. He said there was little
evidence to support the view
that the ‘creative discomfort’
of competition had improved
quality of care and cut costs,
as was intended.

Dr Meldrum said: ‘I hope
we aren’t stuck with the
present system because …

we have had it for 20 years
and, despite all the changes
we have tried, it has 
not worked… 

‘I would not want to say
that we should tinker yet
again with this system to try
to make it work, because I
think there is a fundamental
flaw in it.’

The select committee
inquiry is examining whether
the purchaser-provider split
has been a success for 
the NHS in England. It is also
considering the effectiveness
of PCT commissioning and
the World Class Commis-
sioning initiative, and how
system-reform initiatives
such as practice based com-
missioning, contestability, the
quasi-market and payment by
results have interacted.

The BMA’s concerns
about the introduction of a
market in the NHS prompted
the launch of the Look After
Our NHS campaign.

Dr Meldrum said he
would like to see a new 
‘collaborative model’ of 
commissioning.

Department of Health
acting director general of
commissioning Gary Belfield
told MPs the purchaser-
provider split was needed 
but not enough emphasis had
been placed on commis-
sioning. He conceded that
providers had been too 
powerful and NHS structural
reorganisations had impeded
continuity and stability.

Read the BMA’s views 
on commissioning at www.
lookafterournhs.org.uk

CONSULTANTS WHO have
made substantial contribu-
tions to the BMA’s work can
apply for its backing in CEA
(clinical excellence award)
applications.

A BMA group will con-
sider applications this autumn
and provide citations to 
support a small number of

consultants for the 2010
national CEAs round.

CEAs are awarded by the
independent ACCEA (Advi-
sory Committee on Clinical
Excellence Awards), and
recognise and reward the
exceptional contribution of
consultants in England and
Wales to the NHS and patient

care. As an official nomi-
nating body for CEAs, the
BMA makes annual recom-
mendations to the ACCEA.

The BMA group consid-
ering the awards is headed by
BMA representative body
chair Peter Bennie. He said:
‘The BMA is keen to ensure
that consultants who have

made significant contribu-
tions to its work ... receive
recognition.’

Doctors who would like
BMA support for CEA appli-
cations should send them 
to sbaston@bma.org.uk by
12pm on November 20. For
full details visit www.bma.org.
uk/doctorawards

TELEMEDICINE REGU-
LATIONS destined for an EU
directive have been ‘diluted’,
leading to protests from 
the BMA.

The CCSC radiology 
subcommittee has been 
campaigning to ensure that
doctors elsewhere in the EU
who assess scans of NHS
patients are regulated to the
equivalent standard as doctors
in the UK — especially when
revalidation is implemented.

Amendments to a draft
directive passed by the Euro-
pean Parliament appeared to
answer many of the concerns
but demands from other
member states led Sweden,
which has the EU presidency,
to draft a compromise.

Subcommittee chair Tom
Kane said: ‘The changes
remove most of the protective
clauses. We are writing 
to health secretary Andy
Burnham to protest.’

Protest over telemedicine plans

Association offers excellence award help

RETROSPECTIVE: an exhibition of 50 abstract modernist
paintings by a doctor who gave up medicine to become an
artist is on display in London. Bill Kennedy (pictured) died
last year aged 85. His medical career included time as a
GP in Canada and as a paediatrician in Manchester and
London. The exhibition is at Lauderdale House until
November 7. See www.lauderdalehouse.co.uk




